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Sometimes I wonder how Paul did it. All those letters 
to all those churches and congregations, not a computer in 
sight, and no MS Word. I wonder if he employed scribes, at 
least when he wasn’t writing from prison? 

 
No scribes here, and I’m grateful for the writing 

tools at my disposal: my computer, printer, (yellow) paper in 
the printer, and MS Word. I’m also grateful for the old-
school writing tools at my disposal: pens and pencils and a 
couple of pads of yellow lined paper. Looking around my 
office and noticing, I see many familiar things – including 
some of the symbols from the Covenanting Service we held 
on the first Sunday of February. The star candle is lit on the 
coffee table, the canoe paddle is leaning against the 
bookcase, the photo of my open door and the view of my 

office through it is on one of the bookshelves, the bible offered 
as a symbol is close to hand. The drum that was a covenanting gift is here, too, and so are the four shiny, mylar 
balloons that were at the centre of my surprise birthday balloon bouquet. 

 
Three variations of church calendars on the bulletin boards and two, standing inspirational calendars beside the 

phone and the power box for the computer on top of a filing cabinet all agree and quite insist that today is, in fact, 
November 10, 2020. Not sure how that happened, yet there it is.  

 
I am – we are – coming up on the first anniversary of our still new pastoral relationship.  
 
What a year it’s been! Getting to know each other, for me figuring out who’s who and what their name is, for 

you figuring out who this new-to-you minister (with 18 years’ experience) is, what she’s about, that her office door 
really is always open, and that she and your church coordinator get along and work together really, really well. 

Special	Services	
Advent	–	Sunday	10	AM	by	Zoom	

Blue	Christmas	–	Dec.	13	at	4	PM	by	Zoom	

Christmas	Eve	–	7	PM	by	Zoom	

See	the	last	page	for	details	

Photo	by	Nancy	Colton	

Deep	&	Wide:	Creating	churches	unchurched	people				
love	to	attend	

Advent	study	

God,	Improv	&	the	Art	of	Living	

Short	stories	by	Jesus:	The	Enigmatic	Parables	of	a	
Controversial	Rabbi	

Book	Studies	-	See	p.	7	for	details	
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What a year it’s been! All the usual firsts together from weddings to 

funerals, from Advent and Christmas to Lent and Easter, Pentecost to 
ordinary time; meetings, of course, and cups of tea shared in the Library, in 
restaurants, in your kitchens, the occasional glass of wine on the occasional 
back deck, conversations at the grocery store and in the sanctuary. All the 
usual relationship building activities. 

 
What a year it’s been! Mid-March arrived and with it – 

WHAMMO!!!! – an unexpected first. A century after the 1918 flu epidemic 
a world-wide pandemic, COVID-19, arrived and CHANGED and 
COMPLICATED EVERYTHING. Did anyone besides me think that it 
would blow over in a couple of weeks? A couple of months at worst? Ha! 
Beautiful dreamers, as my dad might have called us.  

 
And yet, here we are. Still. Here to tell our stories including the old, 

old story. Socially/physically distant, wearing face masks to protect, figuring 
out new ways to gather, to work together, to worship together – we still do 
church. Our building closed for much longer than we imagined it would be, 
yes, but church never closed, church never fled the scene.  We still have each 
other.  If not our new best friend, Zoom is a really solid acquaintance.  Email 
helps fill in gaps, and, fortunately, there is always the phone, text messages, 
and even social media for the more technologically inclined among us 
(which may or may not include me, lol.) And at the heart of it, the story we 
tell ourselves and each other is STILL THE SAME.  We are beloved children 
of God. Nothing – not even a global pandemic – can separate us from the 
love of God.  There is love.  Love is ALL there is.  God is love.  Hope is a 
real thing. The evidence is all around us. 

 
With love and gratitude for all that this first year of our ministry 

together brought to us, and in love, gratitude, and hope for all that our second 
year of ministry together will bring. 

 

Minister’s Message (continued from p. 1) 

HAPPY	BIRTHDAY,	NANCY!	
	

							It	turns	out	that	Nancy	celebrated	
her	first	birthday	in	Williams	Lake	in	
September,	but	we	didn’t	know	at	the	
time.		On	November	1,	the	first	Sunday	
that	a	few	members	of	the	
congregation	attended	a	service	in	the	
sanctuary,	Nancy	was	surprised	by	this	
belated	birthday	gift	of	a	bouquet	of	
balloons	from	the	congregation.	

	

 

We have recently updated our Prayer Circle list.  Several new names have 
been added.  Every night we send prayers out for those people whose names 
have been given to us by those who are concerned about friends.  We pray for 
those who need help, are ill, are in distress and /or have lost a loved one.  

 
 If you are concerned about someone and would like their name on our 

list, please contact any one of us or the church office. 
  
Thank you. 

Prayer Circle 
by Eileen  

Willow	Tree	figurine	
“a	tree,	a	prayer”	by	Susan	Lordi	
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In case you felt the earth shake, I’m all done my Christmas 
shopping. Canada Post has even already delivered the packages. 
 

Thanks to COVID, I’m thinking this will be a Christmas like none 
before it.  It may look and feel different, and yet the heart of it – and the 
reason for the season – remains the same.  The Holy Entourage will find its 
way to the stable in Bethlehem and Williams Lake, the baby will arrive, the 
new parents will be tired and proud, the star will rise in the night sky, the 
story will unfold as it has been told around fires and tables, in stables and 
stately homes and everywhere in between thousands of times over the 
centuries. All will be well. And all manner of things will be well. 
 

But not before Advent. Not before we prepare our hearts and our 
lives to receive the child, the baby boy who will be called Jesus, son of 
Mary and Joseph and God. 
 

Much as I look forward to all the excitement of Christmas and 
appreciate the light of Epiphany, I love Advent.  Advent invites us to a 
particular time and place, to an attitude and a practice. We wait there, there 
we prepare for the things that are to come. Advent invites us to a 
contemplative time, an anticipatory time, a quiet time – in the midst of the 

chaos of current events – that gives us time and space to do our soul work as we make room in our lives and our hearts 
to receive the babe of Bethlehem. 
 

In this special season of the church year, as we travel first with the holy family and then with the Magi as they 
follow the mysterious, new star in the east, may our hearts be open to receive the wonder and mystery that will meet us 
when we reach our destination. 
 

May the gifts of hope, peace, joy and love of this Advent season be yours, and may they see you into a blessed 
Christmas. 
 

Wishing each of you, your families, and your neighbours the holiest of holidays. 
 

Nancy+ 
 
 

Advent & Christmas Message  
by Reverend Nancy Colton 

Jesus was born into a world that, on an elemental level, was much like our own. He felt the earth beneath his 
feet and the sun on his face, experienced the wind on the water and the rain falling to nourish the soil. The lakes, seas, 
sun, wind, moon, and stars were all part of his life. He looked up and saw the glory of the night sky just as we do. He 
gave thanks for trees and growing things, just as we do. In this season of gifts and giving, we recognize the deep 
blessing of the world around us. With gratitude, we anticipate the birth of Jesus – the One who came to show us the 
way of hope, peace, joy, and love. 

          Written by Susan Ivany. 
         Gathering, Advent/Christmas/Epiphany 2020-2021, page 67.  

           Used with permission. 

The graphic on this page was taken from https://happymoneysaver.com/ 
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Christmas In the Wilderness  
by Alydia Smith  

This past Lent, during the wilderness of the COVID-19 pandemic, I experienced the revolutionary 
chaos, compassion, and love of the Christmas story. 
 

I was expecting to become a mom the week before Holy Week. Amazing preparations were 
happening: two baby showers, litres of sorrel (the official celebration drink of Jamaicans around the world) 
in the basement ready to be served to loved ones dropping by, guest beds were made for family who were 
coming to visit from afar, and worship resources at the ready for this United Church of ours. But then the 
order came from the Prime Minister himself: “Go home and stay home.” And all my plans changed. Parties, 
flights, and visits all cancelled, the office building closed, and the person I was preparing for with such 
meticulousness arrived early. 
 

It was all a little much. 
 

One night in this wilderness, I was up with worry, rocking my little 
one to sleep, and I remember finding comfort in the knowledge that those 
first years of Jesus’ life must have been a holy mess for Mary and Joseph. I 
wondered how much the story had been domesticated over time. And was all 
the messiness intentionally left out, was it forgotten, or was it just 
understood? (After all, you can’t have babies without mess.) Were there 
aunties and uncles who brought food, blankets, and toys? Were there friends 
and neighbours who watched over baby Jesus while Mary took a bath? Were 
there colleagues who covered for Joseph?  Is such generosity and 
compassion still expected when families grow and change? 

 
As I rocked my babe, I remembered all of the people helping me sort through this wilderness, and I 

prayed that I would never forget the chaos of the past few weeks. The messiness has been accompanied by 
an overwhelming outpouring of compassion and grace that has reminded me I am not alone. Colleagues have 
provided me great amnesty, loved ones have been going out of their way to drop off clothes, toys, and 
Guinness at my doorstep, and my extended church family continues to surround my family in prayers and 
good wishes.  Even if I could handle the messiness of parenthood on my own (which I can’t), the past few 
weeks have reminded me that I don’t have to. 
 

The story of baby Jesus coming into the world, as a messy and precious child to parents who had to 
rely on the kindness of strangers and barnyard animals, is a powerful reminder to us all that we are in this 
messy thing called life together and we don’t have to travel through it alone. When we as Christians spread 
the good news of Jesus’ birth this Advent and Christmas season, may we, in our actions, words, and deeds 
prove to others, especially those in the wilderness, that they are not alone. 
 

Yours in Christ, Alydia. 
 

Written by Alydia Smith. 
Gathering, Advent/Christmas/Epiphany 2020-2021, 
(Year B), page 3. Used with permission.  

 
Alydia is the Program Coordinator, Worship, Music, and Spirituality for Gathering. 
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Eleven members of the group were selected to represent the congregation:  Chair of the Board, 
Chair of Worship, a trustee, a M&P member, music people, as well as two members of the congregation 
and the minister.  The membership of this group was selected to meet the requirements set out in the 
United Church manual.  

 
In the beginning, it was determined that the group would work in a collaborative manner and work 

by consensus.  Alison was our note taker.  She was invaluable.  With her computer skills, she was able to 
rewrite the many drafts needed to complete a final document. 

 
We used Trinity United’s plan as a starting point.  A group measured the square footage of each 

room in the building to help determine the room capacity.  Small groups came up with a plan for each of 
these rooms.  Another group compiled the information for each room and completed our very first working 
draft.  After much revision, we completed our final copy.  Alison and Nancy also completed the required 
Worksafe BC document. 

 
These copies were then sent to Rev. Victoria Andrews, our representative for Pacific Mountain 

Region.  Acting on her recommendations for slight revisions, the documents were ready to present to the 
Board.  At a special Board meeting on October 6, the Board voted unanimously to approve the St. 
Andrew’s United Church’s Safety Plan, along with the Worksafe BC plan.  These plans have been posted 
on the notice board in the hall and on the table in the narthex (entry way) of the church.  Copies are 
available from the church office on request. 

 
After our final (for now) meeting, a group posted all the required COVID signage in the building.		

Yes,	it’s	the	season	of	Advent	and	in	the	spirit	of	gratitude,	we	at	St.	Andrew’s	
thank	the	paid	employees	and	hard	working	volunteers	of	the	church.		The	M&P	(Ministry	
&	Personnel)	Committee	has	had	the	honour	to	thank	these	individuals	in	a	variety	of	
ways	at	Christmas.	
	

This	past	year	has	been	especially	challenging	and	we	feel	it	is	important	to	express	
our	gratitude	to	those	individuals	who	have	worked	so	hard	to	keep	the	church	family	
connected	and	the	building	maintained.	
	

To	donate	to	Staff	Gifts,	please	put	your	donation	in	your	offering	envelope	and	
mark	the	amount	in	the	“other”	column.		Please	indicate	that	it	is	for	a	staff	gift.			
	

Thank	your	for	your	generosity!		

Christmas Staff Gifts         
by	Linda	H.	(for	the	M&P	Committee)	

Ministry Highlight: 

Safe Re-Entry Working Group 
by Janet, Chairperson    

The Safe Re-entry Working Group met virtually at least seven times, beginning in June. 
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Children & Family Ministry: 

 Faith at Home  
by Heather  

“Faith at Home” activity bags for the summer 
and fall seasons, purchased from Pacific Mountain 
Region, were provided to eight families who are part 
of our congregation.  As this newsletter goes to print, 
Advent/Christmas/Epiphany activity bags are being 
put together and will be distributed soon.  Please let 
me know if you know of a family who would like one 
of these. 
 

The summer package, “Camp in a Box”, 
included activities and recipes that might have been 
part of summer camp, had children been able to 
attend – the story of creation, s’mores, scavenger 
hunt, nature weaving, Cloud Identification Bingo, 
and camp songs such as “I’ve Got Peace Like a 
River” and “Great Big Moose”.   

 
The “Grateful for Fall” kits included the 

story of Moses and the Israelites in the wilderness, 
instructions and materials for making a tambourine 
from paper plates, baking bannock, gratitude & 
lament jars, Mad Lib games, and spiritual practices 
for the family. 

 
 
 

The “Seeking Light” Advent/Christmas/ 
Epiphany packages contain instructions for making 
an advent wreath & Christmas crackers, an Advent 
candle lighting liturgy, recipe for sugar cookies, Faith 
Table Talk cards, stories, cartoons, and word search 
puzzles. 

 
Feedback I have received from families has 

been positive.  Children have especially enjoyed the 
modeling clay, baking activities, and colouring pages.  
Parents have appreciated the activity ideas to add 
interest to their family lives.  Everyone who has 
responded has said that they would like to keep 
receiving these packages.  PMRC has indicated that 
they will continue to provide them at cost for the 
duration of the pandemic. 

Graphic	from	the	PMRC	Seeking	Light	digital	package	

Around St. Andrew’s: 

Offering Envelopes 
by Lynn (Envelope Steward) 

Everyone in the St. Andrew’s Church Board, 
minister, staff and congregation is very grateful for all of your 
contributions to keep our wonderful ministry active.  One of 
the ways we can contribute is through using offering 
envelopes.  We all have offering envelopes, with a particular 
number for each person or couple. 
  

St. Andrews United Church Board decided late last 
year that the church should only order 75 offering envelopes 
for the year 2021, instead of 100 because less than 70 are 
being used.  Envelopes can only be ordered in multiples of 
25, therefore 75 is the amount that have been ordered. 

 
This will save the church a little bit of money, as well 

as save a few trees!  It is an awful waste to throw out, recycle 
or shred 30 or more boxes of envelopes that are never 
used.  We do need a few extra envelopes (when we have 
church services in the church building) for visitors or the 
occasional time when one of us forgets to bring an envelope 
from home.  (I’ve done that!)  But this doesn’t happen very 
often, and we always have unused envelopes available for that 
purpose. 
   

This year, 2020, 64 envelope numbers were assigned, 
of which only 60 have been used since the beginning of the 
year, therefore 75 will be ample for the coming year.   Those 
people who contribute by PAR (Pre-Authorized Remittances) 
still have to have a number, and therefore a box of envelopes, 
even if they don’t use them.  
  

This means that those people who have previously 
been assigned envelope numbers between 76 and 100 will 
have to have a new number.  Karen in the church office will 
be happy to assign you a new number for the new year, if you 
will contact her.  She even can give you a suggestion of 
numbers that are not being used, and you can make your own 
choice!  Wouldn’t that be fun? 

 
How about it?  Please everyone, look at your box of 

envelopes and check to see what number you have been using 
all these years.  If it is greater than 75, please call Karen in the 
church office 250-398-6745 between 9-3 Tuesday to Friday, 
and get a new number.  If she doesn’t hear from you, Karen 
will have to decide which number to give you for 2021.   

 
If you have not had offering envelopes in the past, but 

would like to, please call Karen.  You might even be able to 
pick your favourite number!  Donations made to the church 
are tax deductible. 
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Our	first	Hymn	Sing	via	Zoom	was	on	July	26	with	Rocco,	Lorraine,	and	
Hal	joining	Nancy	in	the	sanctuary.		It	was	wonderful	being	able	to	sing	along	at	
home.		Nancy	emailed	her	services	to	all	of	us.		Those	without	email	were	
mailed	a	copy.			

	
When	Nancy	was	away	at	the	beginning	of	August,	services	prepared	

by	Barry	and	Brenda	were	emailed.		Our	next	Hymn	Sing	was	August	30.		As	
Rocco	was	away,	Janet	and	Lorraine	joined	Nancy	in	the	sanctuary.		Rev.	Nancy	
broadcast	her	services	via	Zoom,	singing	the	opening	and	closing	chorus.	How	
great	to	hear	her	singing	voice!			She	also	sent	her	service	via	email.	
	

September	27	was	our	last	Hymn	Sing	service	to	date.		It	was	also	time	
to	bid	Lorraine,	our	gifted	pianist,	a	fond	adieu.		We	chose	many	of	Lorraine	and	
Rocco’s	favourites	to	sing	that	day.		Many	of	us	were	able	to	say	good-bye	to	
Lorraine,	and	she	to	us,	via	Zoom.	

	
The	Board	met	via	Zoom	on	October	13	to	approve	the	COVID	Safety	

Plan	for	St.	Andrew’s	presented	by	The	Safe	Re-entry	Working	Group.		With	the	
Board’s	approval,	we	set	to	work	to	develop	a	plan	for	starting	a	soft	re-opening,	
reporting	back	to	the	Board	at	their	next	meeting.		On	October	21,	our	church	
began	the	process	for	re-entering,	starting	with	Elections	BC	and	other	renters.		
All	renters	agree	to	follow	our	COVID	protocols	as	set	out	in	the	Safety	Plan.	

	
The	safe	re-entry	of	the	sanctuary	began	on	Nov.	1.		At	this	time,	in-

person	attendance	is	by	invitation	only.		We	will	soon	have	you	sign	up	in	
advance	to	attend	in	person.	Details	to	follow.		Watch	your	e-mail.	

	 	
We	will	have	a	Giving	Tree,	Christmas	Tree,	and	Advent	Wreath	as	in	

the	past.		The	last	date	to	donate	to	the	Giving	Tree	is	the	morning	of	Dec.	20.		
Donations	will	be	distributed	to	Cariboo	branch	of	Canadian	Mental	Health,	
Chiwid	Transition	House,	Abraham’s	Lodge,	Pregnancy	Outreach,	and	the	
Emergency	Shelter	(operated	by	the	Cariboo	Friendship	Society).		Winter	clothes	
for	all	ages,	toys,	and	travel-sized	toiletries	are	appreciated.	

	
We	have	scheduled	a	Blue	Christmas	Service	on	Sun.	Dec.	13	at	4:00	pm	

and	Christmas	Eve	service	on	Thurs.	Dec.	24	at	7:00	pm.		Both	will	be	held	by	
Zoom.		Contact	the	church	office	for	the	link.		If	you	are	on	the	congregation’s	e-
mail	list,	you	will	be	e-mailed	the	link	a	few	days	before.	
	

Thank	you	for	your	support	and	patience	during	these	unprecedented	
times.			It	is	a	learning	experience	for	us	all.			

	
From	your	worship	team:	

Janet,	Brenda,	Judy,	Lynn,	Terry	and	Rev.	Nancy	

The	Worship	Team	has	been	busy,	meeting	via	Zoom	at	
least	twice	a	month.	

Deep	and	Wide:	Creating	Churches	
Unchurched	People	Love	to	Attend		
by	Andy	Stanley	

Four	sessions	through	the	Season	of	Advent.		
We’ll	use	a	study	from	The	Prayer	Bench	by	
Rev.	Janice	MacLean,	a	UCC	minister	in	
Riverview,	N.B.	

Advent	Small	Group	Study	

God,	Improv	and	the	Art		
of	Living	by	Mary	Ann	McKibben	Dana	

Looking	at	a	number	of	Jesus’	parables	with	
the	aid	of	this	book	for	perspective,	insight	and	
inspiration.	

Short	Stories	of	Jesus:	The	
Enigmatic	Parables	of	a		Controversial	
Rabbi	

Book Studies 
Worship Team 

by Janet (Chairperson) 

The	Board	has	decided	to	
read	and	study	this	book	
about	stewardship	and	has	
encouraged	others	to	join	
them.		The	book	is	being	read	
first	then	discussed	over	two	
sessions	(Nov.	23	&	30).	

“A	playful,	insightful	book.		
Finding	the	connection	
between	her	hobby	of	
Improv	and	her	Christian	
faith,	the	author	has	some	
fresh	ways	of	looking	at	life.”	
															--	Goodreads	

Watch	for	dates	&	times	of	
these	studies.		The	first	two	are	
planned	for	Nov	&	Dec.			
The	others	for	2021.			
	

Register	your	interest	with	Rev.	
Nancy	Colton.	
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Hello 
everyone!  I hope 
everyone is 
keeping safe 
during this time of 
uncertainty and 
stress.  As you all 
know, everyone 

has been a bit 
stressed during 

COVID-19, not just us in Williams Lake but 
everywhere, and it has been difficult.  On the 
bright side (if you can call it that) we have been 
able to take this time to reflect on who we are as 
a church and how we can best keep the 
congregation informed through this rough time.  
Let me reassure you that we (the Board) have 
been working with the re-entry group to get the 
church open and safe to attend.  With all of the 
regulations and safety standards in place, re-
opening started in a soft manner.  Soft re-opening 
means a slow and practiced gathering with 
limited spaces for the congregation to sit.  At the 
same time we are continuing to do Zoom services 
for those that would rather stay at home.  (See p. 
5 for more about the work of the re-entry group.)  
After Dr. Bonnie Henry’s order on November 19 to 
suspend in person worship services, we went 
back to services by Zoom only. 

The Board has also been attending 
different courses such as Fresh Start modules 
with Rev. Victoria Andrews and Rev. Bob Fillier as 
our instructors/facilitators. This again has been 
done via Zoom meetings. So far we have 

The Board 
by Terry, Board Chair 

2

completed two modules and will continue to 
attend more of these modules as time goes 
on.  These learning modules help the Board 
and others attending learn some different 
ideas and gives us more understanding and 
skills to use to best help the congregation 
and the Church operations.  This continuing 
education will be ongoing. 

The Board has also been holding our 
regular Board meetings via Zoom to make 
sure that the church operations are being 
maintained.  Unfortunately it has been very 
quiet due to this COVID pandemic, but 
Nancy and Karen are still maintaining the 
daily operations and planning -- “holding 
down the fort”, as we say. 

Mary T, Nancy, and myself have also 
been attending Stewardship meetings with 
Jane Harding as an instructor/ 
facilitator.  These have been very 
enlightening meetings.  They show that 
Stewardship is not just about money.  With 
that said, we still need money to operate, 
cover overhead and also to reach our goals 
for outreach.  Stewardship is about giving, 
sharing and caring -- giving your time, 
helping others, and being the church.  The 
stewardship meetings have also been giving 
us other ideas about how to do this.  It has 
ben enlightening.  (See p. 10 & 11 for more 
about these webinars.)  I’m sure that there 
will be other continuing education meetings 
that the Board will be attending over a period 
of time.  

Graphic from https://quotesgram.com/ 
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Special Event: 

 Annual Congregational Meeting 
– February 14, 2021 

by Reverend Nancy Colton 

Because the June (postponed to fall) Congregational Meeting was cancelled due to the pandemic, 
elections will be held at the AGM.  Specific details about how we’re going to meet (i.e. in person and/or by 
Zoom) will be advertised as soon as they are finalized. 

 
Committees/Teams, groups, and individuals who normally provide reports for the Annual Report 

Book are asked to submit their reports to the office by email to secretary1.saucwl@outlook.com by January 
13, please. That will give our Office Coordinator time to prepare and copy the Annual Report for distribution 
and/or pick up on January 31, two weeks in advance of the meeting.  If you prefer to submit a handwritten 
report please call Karen in advance to make special arrangements for that.  

 
Because COVID hit, many church activities were cancelled or re-imagined and done in different 

ways this year.  Even so, we still need your reports to make the AGM Report Book complete and an accurate 
reflection of 2020, please.  

 
Short reports are fine. For example, a report might say something like:  

“COVID hit in March and unfortunately we had to cancel all the fundraising events we’d planned for 
2020. We are looking forward to holding terrific fundraising activities in 2021 as soon as Dr Bonnie 
Henry and the public health orders say we can.” 
 

Or like this: 
“In 2020 the choir mostly sang the blues! We led the hymns in services before worship was cancelled 
due to COVID-19. Finally when we could worship in the sanctuary again, Dr Henry said choirs 
couldn’t sing together in person. As soon as we’re allowed to sing again, we will be ready to make a 
joyful noise and then some.” 
 

Or this: 
 “Good thing we could still sew at home!” 
 

Congregational AGM  
– February 14, 2021. 

See you there. 

Save the date and plan to attend the upcoming Congregational Annual General Meeting 
on February 12, 2021.  Note that submissions for the annual report are due by January 13. 

Graphic at the top of this page was found at 
https://www.fomep.org.uk/ 



 

	

Advent 2020 

10	

1

Jane	is	leading	five	sessions	on	Zoom	this	Fall,	
helping	groups	from	three	different	congregations	to	
explore	ideas	around	giving,	how	to	nurture	and	
encourage	generosity	among	our	members	and	in	the	
wider	community.		At	the	end	of	the	five	sessions,	she	
will	provide	us	with	an	analysis	of	our	stewardship	
practices	through	examination	of	our	profile	information	
which	we	submitted	at	the	start	of	the	program.		

	
What	I	have	gathered	so	far:		

Discipleship	and	mission	are	important	
determinants	of	the	reasons	for	giving.		We	need	to	
picture	our	giving	as	one	of	the	six	petals	of	the	
discipleship	flower.		The	discipleship	flower	shows	in	
picture	form	six	key	spiritual	practices:		Loving	Service	
(caring	for	the	needs	of	those	both	within	the	church	
and	outside	the	church;	and	seeking	justice	for	all),	
Prayer	(spending	time	in	God’s	presence),	Generosity	
(sharing	freely	from	the	talents,	time	and	treasure	that	
God	has	given	us	to	help	do	God’s	mission),	Worship	
(Gathering	in	God’s	presence	with	others	of	faith	to	
celebrate	what	God	is	doing),	Bible	Study	(learning	what	
the	core	stories	of	our	faith	teach	us	about	faithful	
living),	Sharing	Faith	(inviting	people	to	come	and	
experience	God’s	love	revealed	in	Jesus	and	the	church).			

	

Stewardship Buzz  
by Mary Tr.  

Stewardship	Buzz	is	the	name	of	a	five-session	webinar	on	Stewardship	Best	Practices,	organized	for	
Pacific	Mountain	Region	United	Church	congregations	by	Jane	Harding,	Stewardship	and	Gifts	Officer.	

2

Giving/generosity	supports	our	reason	for	being	
(mission)	and	maintaining	our	physical	plant,	
administrative	expenses,	and	staff,	but	most	importantly	
it	supports	the	programs	that	showcase	our	mission	–	
our	vision	of	ourselves	as	we	would	like	others	to	see	us.	

	
Our	life	as	a	community	of	faith,	our	discipleship,	is	

reflected	in	service	to	each	other	within	the	congregation	and	
to	others,	locally	and	in	the	world	at	large,	as	well	as	in	prayer,	
worship,	and	Christian	education	(Bible	study	and	youth	
programs).		Our	ministry	to	the	wider	world	is	what	makes	us	
known	in	the	community.		What	we’re	seen	to	be	doing	for	
others	(our	ministries)	serves	as	a	reason	to	give.	Balancing	
the	budget	is	but	a	small	part	of	why	we	give.		As	our	mission	
becomes	clearly	seen	and	our	ministries	are	celebrated	in	a	
narrative	budget,	we	begin	to	see	where	our	gifts	of	time,	
talents	and	funds	are	being	used	and	are	needed.	As	we	show	
gratitude	for	the	givers,	we	nurture	the	spirit	of	generosity.	
	

One	thing	is	clear:	we	at	St.	Andrew’s	would	do	well	
to	revisit	and	review	our	mission	statement.		It	was	last	done	
more	than	10	years	ago.		Finding	ways	to	show	clearly	(with	
photos	and	graphics)	where	our	money	and	time	are	spent	
through	a	narrative	budget	would	help	us	to	encourage	others	
to	give	so	that	our	reason	for	being	continues.		

	
							 Acknowledging	the	gifts	we	receive	(gratitude)	
“deepens	the	well	from	which	we	draw	our	gifts”.	

WHAT IS STEWARDSHIP? 
	

C Christian	stewardship	is	everything	we	think,	say,	and	do	after	we	say	‘I	believe’.	

Stewardship	and	discipleship	work	together	and	are	linked	to	mission	and	vision.	

Stewardship	is	our	grateful	response	to	God’s	generosity	in	our	lives;	a	spiritual	practice.	

Discipleship	is	how	we	follow	the	way;	how	we	live	out	our	calling/identity	as	beloved	children	of	God	and	followers	of	Jesus.	

Discipleship	&	Stewardship	together	are	how	we	live	out	of	and	into	our	faith;	how	we	put	what	we	believe	into	action.	

We	become	stewards	and	disciples	when	we	realize	God’s	grace	in	our	lives.		This	inspires	us	to	respond	with	gratitude	and	
generosity	by	
• thanking	God	in	prayer	&	worship	
• being	caretakers	of	all	that	has	been	given	to	us	
• giving	generously	from	what	we	have	been	given	to	make	a	difference	in	the	world.	

More	than	money	–	stewardship	is	about	relationship.		It	is	a	culture	of	generosity;	a	culture	of	gratitude.	
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My Stewardship Buzz Experience 
by Brenda  

Last	Spring,	Heather	and	I	virtually	attended	a	Stewardship	Buzz	course	offered	by	the	
LeaderShift	group	of	our	Pacific	Mountain	Region	on	Zoom.		For	me,	the	Buzz	course	began	a	
process	of	relearning	the	meaning	of	“Stewardship	Campaign”	and	renewing	my	perception	of	
Stewardship.	
	

That	process	began	at	our	Church’s	Annual	Meeting	with	my	asking	the	question,	“Did	the	Board	have	any	plans	for	a	
Stewardship	Campaign?”		Heather	and	I	were	sitting	together.	We	began	talking	about	stewardship	and	our	church	afterwards.	
Nancy	drifted	over	and	listened…	then	said	something	like,	“Then	the	next	step	would	be	‘What	do	you	do?’	”	
	

I	squirmed	a	little,	and	said,	“Well	I	had	asked	that	question”	…		and	as	well	had	noticed	a	general	atmosphere	of	
discomfort	at	my	mention	of	such	a	campaign.		In	fact,	I	had	noticed	the	general	discomfort	in	the	congregation	whenever	there	
was	mention	of	a	Stewardship	Campaign.		We	seemed	to	be	stalled,	not	knowing	what	next	step	to	take.	
	

Then	along	came	Stewardship	Buzz!		For	me	personally,	the	Stewardship	Buzz	course,	and	Jane	Harding,	helped	to	clear	
my	vision	and	bring	me	back	on	track.		Stewardship	is	neither	a	campaign	nor	a	project	to	raise	funds.		Stewardship	is	a	way	of	
life,	equal	to	and	alongside	discipleship.		It	is	the	lifestyle	we	chose	when	we	chose	who	to	follow	and	what	to	believe.		It	is	how	
we	practice	our	beliefs,	how	we	share	our	time,	talents,	and	resources	as	disciples	to	live	out	our	beliefs	in	the	Christ.		It	is	living	
intentionally	in	an	atmosphere	of	gratitude.			
	

This	process	of	renewal	gave	me	back	my	perspective	of	the	“Whole”.		It	pushed	those	of	us	in	the	course	to	examine	
who	we	are	and	who	our	churches	are.		Through	the	readings,	the	discussions,	and	the	shared	experiences	with	others	in	the	
course,	we	felt	hopeful	and	saw	a	possible	way	forward	for	our	congregation	which	we	want	to	share.		Working	with	Heather	and	
Nancy	on	our	presentation	to	the	Church	Board,	and	now	seeing	that	others	have	joined	us	in	exploring	the	meaning	of	
Stewardship,	has	helped	to	sustain	that	hope.	

Graphic	on	this	page	was	taken	from	https://thepreachersword.com	

Found in the Powell River Retired Teachers Association newsletter, April 2020. 
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Zoom 
by Heather  

1

Zoom is a videoconferencing computer program.  It 
was launched in 2013 and has become very popular during the 
pandemic when people can’t meet in person.  This article has 
hints for those who would like to try Zoom or tweak their use.   

 
Joining by phone - If you don’t have a computer that 

can use Zoom, you can join a Zoom meeting by telephone.  
Contact the church office or Rev. Nancy for the phone number. 

 
Getting started - If you (or especially your computer) 

have not used Zoom before, your computer will automatically 
download all you need when you try to join your first Zoom 
“meeting”.  Downloading and using the program is free.  The 
church bought a subscription to allow Rev. Nancy to host 
worship services, meetings, and discussion groups.  The rest of 
us can participate in those meetings for free!  (If you want to 
tinker with it, you can sign up on Zoom.us to host meetings for 
free, but they have to be short and not include many people.) 

 
Joining a meeting - To join a meeting, at the 

appointed time (or preferably a few minutes before), simply 
click on the link provided.  You will find the link as a line of 
underlined blue text in the e-mail that Nancy (or other meeting 
host) has sent to you.  If the information you have received 
does not contain a link (underlined blue text), you will need to 
copy & paste into your web browser’s URL bar the long line of 
letters and numbers in the meeting info that starts with “http”.   
(See “How to copy and paste” at the end of this article.)  As the 
program loads (or downloads if it is your first time), you will 
be presented with a few questions such as “Do you want to 
download Zoom.us?” or “Open Zoom.us?” or “Join with 
video?”  You should answer “yes” to all of those questions. 

  
Password - If you are asked to enter a password, 

either copy & paste or type the numbers in the password that 
was given in your e-mailed Zoom invitation. 

 
Adjusting your camera - Once the Zoom window 

opens, you will see yourself in a new “window”.  Check that 
the camera in your computer is aimed at you (rather than the 
ceiling), your hair is fixed the way you want others to see you, 
there isn’t too much glare from windows or lights behind you, 
etc.  This view is what others will see when you appear on 
Zoom.  After you have adjusted your computer & lighting, then 
click on “Join with video”.  After you are “in the meeting”, 
generally you have a conversation just as you would if you 
were visiting in your living room. 

2

Features - There are a few other features that can be 
used to make your Zoom experience more comfortable for 
yourself and	others.  The place on your screen where you will 
find the buttons mentioned in the rest of this article will vary 
slightly, depending on whether you are using a computer, smart 
phone, or iPad, but these options should be available on any 
device, so if you don’t see them on your screen where I have 
described them, search around a little.  They are there 
somewhere!  You may need to move your computer mouse, 
track pad, or your finger (if using a device with a touch screen) 
to make these options show on the Zoom window. 

 
Window size - You can adjust the size of the Zoom 

window by clicking on one corner of the “window” and 
dragging to enlarge or shrink the window.   

 
Speaker View -- In the top right 

corner of the computer screen, there is an icon 
that says either “Speaker View” or “Gallery View”. When you 
are in Speaker View, the Zoom window will show the person 
talking as a large picture and a few of the others on the 
conference will be in small pictures at the top or side (as in the 
picture below).  When you are in Gallery View, you will see 
everyone on the call in small boxes on the screen (as in the 
picture at the top left of this page).  This is what Nancy calls 
“Hollywood Squares” (after the TV game show that aired 1966 
- 2004).  I find it helpful, when participating in the worship 
services, to be in “Speaker View” so Nancy’s picture is in the 
middle of the screen and I can focus on what she is saying 
without being distracted by the other participants.  In Speaker 
View, when the music person is singing or playing, their 
picture will pop into the main window.  (On an iPhone slide 
the window to the left to see Gallery View and to the right to 
see Speaker View.)  

 

Ken and I have appreciated the ability to participate in 
worship services, discussion groups, and meetings via Zoom. Before 
the pandemic we had used this platform only once or twice.  Since 
May it has become a regular part of our lives. Kudos to Rev. Nancy 
for becoming proficient in using Zoom and hosting these meetings! 

Continued on p. 13 …. 

Zoom window in Gallery View 
found at online.unm.edu 

Zoom	window	in	Speaker	View	
found	at	https://blog.zoom.us/	
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Mute & unmute -- In the bottom left corner of the Zoom 
window is a microphone icon (picture) with the word 
“mute” or “unmute” under it.  This is the button that turns 
on or off your microphone so other participants can hear 
you (or not).  One thing about Zoom that I find confusing 
is that icons are labeled with the action that will happen 

if you click on them.  That means that when your microphone is on, 
the microphone icon will say “Mute” under it because if you click on 
it, you will be muted (your microphone will be turned off).  When 
your microphone is off, the label will say “Unmute”, but it will also 
have a red line through the microphone icon to let you know the 
microphone is turned off.  Just remember that when you click on 
the icon, the labeled action will happen.  During worship services, 
Nancy generally mutes everyone when the service begins.  Once that 
is done, do not touch the microphone button (unless you are called on 
to do so or have a speaking or singing part in the service).  During 
smaller meetings where everyone is welcome to take a turn speaking, 
if there are more than a few people in the meeting, it is helpful to mute 
your microphone until it is your turn to speak.  This reduces the 
background noise and helps everyone be heard more easily. 

 
Video on or off -- Near the bottom left corner beside 
the microphone icon, is an icon of a video camera.  

This can be used to turn on or off the built-in camera in 
your computer.  When your camera is on, the icon label 
will say “Stop video” and you will be able to see your 

picture in one of the “Hollywood Squares”.  When your camera is off, 
the video icon will have a red line through it and your “Hollywood 
Square” will have only your name, not your picture.  Not only will 
you not see your picture, but no one else will either!  Remember that 
the label tells you what will happen if you click on the icon.  If you 
don’t want that to happen, don’t click! 

 
Volume controls – These are located on your computer 

keyboard (or on your phone or iPad), not in the Zoom program.  They 
are usually on the top row of the keyboard (above the number keys).  

Look for an icon (or two or 
three) that look like miniature 
speakers (or triangles) with 

sound waves coming out of them.  On a Mac laptop, these are 
generally the F10, F11, & F12 keys.  On a Lenovo Ideapad laptop, 
they are the F1, F2, & F3 keys. The key with the most sound waves 
(on the right in the picture above) will increase the volume.  The one 
with a few sound waves (in the middle above) will decrease the 
volume and the one with no sound waves (on the left in the picture 
above) will turn the sound off. (On iPhone there is a speaker control 
icon on the top left of the Zoom screen, but it only turns the speaker on 
or off.  You need to use the volume button on the phone to move the 
volume up or down.)   

If you have difficulty getting your camera to work, your 
keyboard may also have a button to turn on & off your camera.  This 

4

is the F8 key on a Lenovo Ideapad laptop.   Don’t worry about this 
unless your camera fails to work one day! 

 
Chat box – At the bottom of the Zoom window, near the 
center is a speech bubble icon labeled “Chat”.  If you 
click on that, a small message box will open where people 
can send text messages (in print) to each other during the meeting.  If 
your Zoom window is in full screen, the chat box will open on top of 
the picture window.  If you are not in full screen, the chat box will 
attach itself to the side of the Zoom window.  To exit out of full screen 
mode, find the “Exit full screen” icon in the top right corner of the 
Zoom window (beside the Speaker View/Gallery 
View icon).   (On an iPhone, the Chat window is 
found by clicking on the “More” icon found at the bottom right of the 
Zoom window, then on “Chat”.  The chat box that pops up will 
obscure the Zoom picture.  Click on “Close” in the top left corner to 
get rid of it.) 

To send a message, type what you want to say in the little 
box at the bottom of the chat window where it says “Type message 
here”, then hit the “return” or “enter” key on your keyboard to send 
what you have typed.  If you don’t have a key on your keyboard 
labeled either “Return” or “Enter”, then it might be labeled with a bent 
arrow.  If you still can’t find it, it is the key that you would hit on an 
electric typewriter to start a new line of type.   

When sending a chat message, you can either send a 
message to everyone who is part of the Zoom “meeting” or you can 
click on the box that says “Everyone” and you will get a drop down 
menu where you can choose a name of one person to send your 
message to.   When replying to a private message, you also need to 
choose the sender’s name from the list or your reply will go to 
everyone!  As with all social media, it is wise not to say anything you 
wouldn’t want everyone to hear because there is a chance that either 
your message or the reply to it will go to everyone! 

 
Participant list – To the left of the Chat icon, is a 

picture of a crowd of people that says “Participants” under it.  
It also has a number that tells you how many people are part of 
the Zoom “meeting”.  When you click on that icon, you will get a list of all the 
participants on the Zoom meeting.  If not everyone shows up, you can use the 
scrollbar at the side of the window to scroll down or up to see the rest of the 
participants.  (On an iPhone, the participants icon is found on the bottom right 
of the Zoom window.  The list that pops up will obscure the Zoom picture 
window.  Click on “Close” in the top left corner to get rid of it.) 

 
Leaving the meeting – Now that you have probably had enough of 

my “hints”, the meeting is over, or you want to leave the meeting in the middle, 
look in the bottom right corner of the Zoom window for a red box that says 
“Leave”.  Click on the “leave” button.  You will get another message that says 
“Leave meeting”.  Click on that and you will be out! 

 
Practice sessions - If you would like to practice with some 

of these features, please contact Heather by e-mail at 
hawmack@yahoo.com  She would love to set up a practice session just 
for you.  We might even get a little visit while we are at it!   

Zoom (continued from p. 12) 

URL	bar	

5

How to copy & paste:  Use your mouse (or laptop track pad) to click at the beginning of the text you want to copy.  Drag the 
mouse along to the end of the selection you want to copy and release the mouse.  Now the text you want to copy should be “highlighted” 
(covered with a blue box).  Find the “Edit” menu and select “Copy” (or use the keyboard shortcuts, which are Control C on most keyboards or 
Command C on a Mac).  Put the cursor where you want to paste the words you are copying and click the mouse again.  Go to the “Edit” menu 
and select “Paste” (or use the keyboard shortcuts, which are Control V on most keyboards or Command V on a Mac).  When you are copying 
and pasting the web address for a Zoom meeting, you need to paste it in the URL bar, which is found at the very top of the browser window.  The 
browser window is what opens when you search the internet using whatever browser program you use (Chrome, Firefox, Safari, or Internet 
Explorer).	
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ADVENT SERV ICES 
 

Advent 1  Sunday, 29 November 2020  10:00 am   on Zoom* 
Advent 2   Sunday, 6 December 2020  10:00 am  on Zoom*  
Advent 3  Sunday, 13 December 2020  10:00 am  on Zoom* 
Advent 4  Sunday, 20 December 2020 10:00 am  on Zoom* 
 
 

BLUE CHRISTMAS SERVICE 
 

   Sunday, 13 December 2020  4:00 pm  on Zoom* 
 

 
CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICE 

 
  Thursday, 24 December 2020  7:00 pm  on Zoom* 
 
 
 

 
* The Zoom links will be made available.  Contact the church office if you don’t receive them by e-mail. 

 
 

Serv ice s wi l l  fo l low St .  Andr ew’s’  COV ID Safe ty  Plan proto cols   
and the  Prov inc ia l  Heal t h  Of f icer ’s  Publ i c  Hea l t h Orders .   

 


